Association between family history and clinicopathologic characteristics in 1987 breast cancer patients: single institution experience from Turkey.
To evaluate the clinicopathologic characteristics and survival of patients with family history of breast/ ovarian cancer (FHBOC). In this study with 1987 breast cancer patients, we analyzed their tumor characteristics and outcomes, as well as the total number, degree and age of affected relatives, and their type of cancer. Results were assessed using Pearson chi-square test, Kaplan-Meier method and Cox regression analysis. 24.1% (n=479) of the patients had FHBOC. Patients with FHBOC were younger (47.7 vs. 49.1 years; p=0.03) and tended to have node-negative breast cancer (45.4 vs. 39.8%; p=0.006). The median overall survival (OS) was shorter in patients with FHBOC with a borderline p-value (p=0.063), compared to patients with no family history. The median OS was shorter in patients who had ≥ 2 relatives with breast cancer (p=0.014), in those having first degree relatives with breast cancer, presenting with metastatic disease (p= 0.020). FHBOC patients with triple negative breast cancer had the highest risk of death (p<0.0001) and recurrence (p<0.0001). Patients who had at least one relative with breast cancer aged ≤ 50 years were also at increased risk of recurrence (p7equals;0.006). Our results suggest that patients with FH7horbar;BOC are younger, tend to have small tumor size, node-negative disease and their survival is shorter compared to patients without family history. This is the first study evaluating the clinicopathologic differences of patients with and without FHBOC in Turkish population.